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IN THE CLAIMS 

The status of the claims as presently amended is as follows: 
1, {Currently Amended) A program operating apparatus comprising: 

a first CPU that hat* nporr ^ tion thoroof oontrr^ tle d by a f i rst c ontrol program; 

a second CPU4 h a t has operation thoroof contro l led by a s e cond control program ; 

first storage mean&4 tiat is rowritablo, I & removable from the program operating 
apparatu s, ond ctoroo tho firct contro l pro g p a m^ th e second contro l program, and o W B te control 
program, tho firct control progr a m stored in caid first storago moano oo nt r - olling op e rat i on of said 
first CPU in a no rmal modo ; 

second storage means for storing the -s econd contro l program ; and 

writ e control m e an s op e rabl e w h on a mod e of tho apparatus i s swrtch e d to a wp lt o- 
control mod e i n wNch th e s e cond control program storod in sF a irl f l rpt storago m e ans is wrftton to 
sa i d se cond storago m e ans, for ex e cuting writ e control comprising trancforring the writ e control 
program stored in sa i d first stoFa g e moans from sold f i rct storag e meanc to sa i d seoond CPU^ 
and caus i ng >& aid s e cond CPU to writo th e s e cond control program stored In said f i r s t storago 
means - t e-sa id s e cond storago m e ans^ 

selertinn means that selects a control mode of the apparatus, 

wherein said first storage means stores a first control program for controilina operation of 
said first CPU, a second control program for controlling operation of said second CPU, and a 
write control program for causing said second CPU to write the second control program to said 
second storage means. 

wherein said second storage means i5 capable of storing the aeuond control program fof 
causing said second CPU to operate, and 

wherein said first CPU operates in any of a normal mode in which said first CPU 
operates the first co ntrol progra m and a write control mode in which the writp control program 
for causing said second CPU to write the second control program stored in said first storage 
means lu said second storage means is transferred to said second CPU, according to the 
selection bv said selecting device. 

2. {Curmntly Amended) A program operating apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein gaid^Wfite 
control m e an s first CPU is operable when- th e mod e of the o fipa rotuc i o owitohod to the write 
control mode for transferring the write control program to said second CPU is selected bv said 
selecting means , for transferring the write control program from said first storage means to -fef^ 
exeautip g - a proc e ss of writing th e s e cond control program to said s e co n d storag e m ea ns to a 
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g ^ e r-a g e a rea acoeee i b l u by said second CPU, and c a us i ng said second CPU-te executes the 
wiite control program transferred from said first storage means to thereby write the second 
control program stored in said first storage means to said second storage means. 

3. (Canceled} 

4. (Original) A program operating apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said second storage 
means comprises a rewritable non-volatite storage medium. 

5. {Original) A program operating apparatus according to claim 4. wherein said second storage 
means comprises a rewritable non-volatile storage medium provided in said second CPU. 

6. {Canceled) 

7. {Original) A program operating apparatus according to claim 1, which is applicable to an 
image forming apparatus for forming images on sheets. 

8. {Original) A program operating apparatus according to claim 7, wherein sard image forming 
apparatus comprises a main body, and at least one functional unit, and wherein said first CPU 
controls basic operation of said main body of said image forming apparatus, and said second 
CPU controls operations of said at least one functional unit. 

9. {Original) A program operating apparatus acxjording to claim 1, which is applicable to a 
finisher for executing post-processing on sheets having images formed thereon, 

10. (Original) A program operating apparatus according to claim 9, wherein said finisher 
comprises a main body, ana at least one functional unit, and wherein said first CPU controls 
basic operation of said main body of said finisher, and said second CPU controls operations of 
said at least one functional unit, 

11. {Currently Amended) A program write control apparatus i nstai l e d- on a program oporat fRg^ 
a pparatus compnsing: 

a first CPU^ that has o p e rati on thereof control te d - tey a first contro l pr ^ ^ g^^^amr 
a second CPU ; that has ope pa t i on th e r e of controlled by a c o cond control program, 
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fii^t slor aye means that Ic rowrltQbler te removable from the program op e r a t i ng write^ 
control apparatus ;, a n d s toros the f i rgt oontrol prQgrQm 7- t ^= t e s e cond o o n lro l program , and a writQ 
contro l program, and 

second storage mean$<l^r-^toring the sec ond contro l pro gfam, 




wherein th e f i rot contro l program stored i n said first storage means stores a first control 
prcgram for controllinQ controls operation of said first CPU , a second control program for 
controilinq operation of said second CP U, and a w rite control prooram fnrcanginp sard sftrnnd 
CPU to write the second control program to said second storage means.- i f i-a nomnal mode, tho 
p rogram write control apparatus Gompris i ngi 

wherein said second storage means is capable of storing the second control program for 
causing said second CPU to operate, and 

wherein said first CPU operateR tha first control program stored in said removable first 
storage means in a normal mode, and said first CPU is w rit e control m e ans operable when a 
rriude of the apparatus Is switched to a write control mode in which the second control program 
stored in said first storage means is written to said second storage means, fo r e x e cuting w iite- 
control comprising transferring the write control program stor e d In e a i d first sto r ag e m e ans from 
said first storage means to said eecond CPU, and OQUOing said second CPU executes the write 
control program transferred from said first storage means t o thereby write the second control 
program stored in said first storage means to sard second storage means. 

12. {Currently Amended) A program write control apparatus according to claim 11, wherein said 
write oontrol moan o first CPU is operable wlien the mode of the apparatus is switched to the 
write control mode, for transfen-ing the write control program for-exeeM ^ i ng a proo ess of writ i ng , 
causing said second CPU to write the second control program to said second storage means to 
a storage area accessible by said second CPU , r^nd oaucfng coid second C P-U to execute-th^ 
writ e oontro l program - to th e r e by writo tho G e cond control program stored in sa i d f iF o t-storage- 
mogno to sa id second ctorage - means . 

13. (Canceled) 

14. {Original) A program write control apparatus according to claim 11, wherein said second 
storage means comprises a rewritable non-volatife storage medium. 
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15. (Originar) A program write control apparatus according to claim 14, wherein said second 
storage means comprises a rewritable non-volatile storage medium provided In said second 
CPU. 

16. {Currently Amended) A program write control apparatus according to claim 11, wherein said 
writ e oon ti Q f i T >e ang - f lrst CPU Is operaDle when power is applied to sa i d progrgm - op e ratlng the 
apparatus to actuate same, fo r executing tho writ o contr - o t transfenina the write con trol prog ram 
to said second CPU if the mode of the apparatus has been switched to the write control mode 
by switching means for switching between f[a] l_the normal control mode in whicli iiurrnal control 
of the apparatus is carried out and the write control mode. 

17. {Origins!) A program write control apparatus according to claim 1, which is mounted in an 
image fonming apparatus for fomiing images on sheets. 

18. (Original) A program write control apparatus according to claim 17, wherein said image 
fomriing apparatus comprises a main body, and at least one functional unit, and wherein said 
first CPU controls basic operation of said main body of said imago forming apparatus, and said 
second CPU controls operations of said at least one functional unit. 

19. {Original) A program write control apparatus according to claim 1, which is mounted in a 
finisher for executing post-processing on sheets having images formed thereon. 

20. (Original) A program write control apparatus according to claim 19, wherein said finisher 
comprises a main body, and at least one functional unit, and wherein said first CPU controls 
basic operation of said main body of said finisher and said second CPU controls op^ratinns of 
said at least one functional unft. 

21. {Currently Amended) A program write control method executed by a program operating 
apparatus comprising a first CPU that has operation thereof controlled by a first control 
program, a second CPU that h;3s operation thereof controlled by a second control program, first 
storage means that is rewr i table, I & removable from the program operating apparatus, and 
stores the first control program, the second control program, and a write control program, and 
second storage means-fe f capable of storing the second control program , whoroin the f irs t- 
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control progrcim otored in sqic M^ H -s L blur ay e meano controls oporat i on of c ai d first C PU in a 
normal m od O r the method comprising the steps of: 

controlliriQ the operation of said first CPU bv the first control program stored in said first 
storage means in a normal mode: 

executing write control comprising transferring the write control program stored in said 
first storage means from said first storage means to said second CPU» and causing said second 
CPU to write the second control program stored in said first storage means to sard second 
storage means when a mod© of the apparatus (s switched to a write control mode in which the 
second control program stored in said first storage means is written lo »aid second storage 
means. 

22. (CurrBnttv Amended) A program write control method ;9nrording to claim ff22]T 21, wherein 
said step of executing the write control comprises causing said first CPU to transferrif^g the write 
control program for executing a process of writing the second control program to said second 
storage means to a storage area accessible by said second CPU . a nd causin g-^s a i d cecond 
GPU to e x e cut e the - writ e contro l program to th e r e by w pi^ e the cocond contro l program stO Pe44n- 
R fli d firfft ^orogo means t ^^ aid tt e cond etQrog e-means, when the mode of the apparatus is 
switched to the write control mode. 

23. (Originaf) A program write control method according to claim 21, which is executed by an 
image forming apparatus for forming images on sheets. 

24. {Original) A program write control method according to dafm 21. which is executed by a 
finisher for executing post-processing on sheets having images formed thereon. 

25. {Original) A program write control method according to claim 23, wherein said image 
forming apparatus comprises a main body, and at least one functional unit, and wherein said 
first CPU controls basic operation of said main body of said image forming apparatus, and said 
second CPU controls operations of said at least one functional unit, 

26. (Originaf) A program write control method according to claim 24, wherein said finisher 
comprises a main body, and at least one functional unit, and wherein said first CPU controls 
basic operation of said main body of said finisher, and said second CPU controls operations of 
said at least one functional unit. 
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27. {Currently Amended) A program operating apparatus comprising; 
at least one functional unit; 

a first CPlJ-tfe^ Qt controls basi ».o por a t[on of th e apparatus q coording to o firot control 
pr - egr a m ; 

a second CPU that cont n^ l s openatlon of said functional unit aocord i ng to a s e cond 
contro l progpo m; 

first storage means that is r e writablo. ic removable from the program operating 
apparotusr ^nd ctoroo the firot control program a nd th e seGO Rd- GOiitrul program, the first oontr at- 
program s tor e d in soid first storag e- m e ans control tfn g operation of so l d f i rst CPU i rv ^-ftopmal- 
mede: and 

second storage mean s for stor i ng th e se cond nontro l program; and ^ 

wherein said first storage means stores a first control program for controlling operation of 
said first CPU to thereby control basic operation of the entire apparatus, a second control 
program for controlling operation of said second CPU to thereby control operation of said 
functional unit, and a write control program for causing said second CPU to write the second 
control program to said second storage means, 

wherein said second sicraqe means is capable of storing the second control program for 
causing said second CPU to operate, and 

wherein said first CPU operates the first control program stored in said first storage 
m_e_ans in a normal mode, and said first CPU is ^ i te control moa ns operable when a mode of 
the opporotuG ic switched to a write control mode rn which the secunU uontrol program stored In 
said first storage means is written to said second storage means, fo r co n tro l ling writing, 
transfemng the write control program stored in said first storage means to said second CPU, 
and said sec ond GPU executes the write control program transferred from s;iid first storage 
means to thereby write the second control program stored in said first storage means to said 
second storage means. 

28. (Origina/) A program operating apparatus according to claim 27. which is applicable to an 
image forming apparatus for forming images on sheets. 

29. [Original) A program operating apparatus according to claim 27. which is applicable to a 
finisher for executing post-processing on sheets having images formed thereon. 
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30. {Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus compriainy: 
at least one functional unit; 

a first CPU -that oontrote bas i c op e ration of th e apparatus occording to a firct control 
program : 

a second CPU4hat-^oi=> t F Ol s operation of caid functlo f ial unit acoordrng to a second 
TORtrol progra m; 

first storage means that i s r e w rit obl o , is removable from the image forming apparatusT- 
a Rd -s tor e s the first contro l program, tho pooond control program, and a writo control program, 
tho f i r s t contro l-program stOFe d in oa i d firot otorago moans oontrolling op e raL i uii of said f l rot CPU 
I n a nomia l mod e; _and 

second storage means for storing -th o c ocond oo p>4 fol program; and^ 

wherein said first storage m eans stor es a first control program for controllinn operation of 
said first CPU to thereby control basic operatron of the entire apparatus, a second control 
program for controlling operation of saici aacund CPU to thereby control operation of said 
functional unit, and a write control program for causing said second CPU to write the second 
control program to said second storage means. 

wherein said spnnnd storage means is capable of storing tho second control program for 
causing sard second CPU to operate, and 

wherein said first CPU operates the first control, program stored in said first storage 
means in a normal mode, and said first CPU is- wf=iteH5eftt ro l m e ans operable when a mode of 
the apparatus is switched to a write control mode in which the second control program stored in 
said first storage moans is written to ooid occond storage means, for-e x e cuting wr i te conUo l 
compris i ng transferring the write control program stored in said first storage means from said 
first storage means to said second CPU, and- e ausing said second CP U executes the write 
control program transferred from said first stora ge means t o thereby write the second control 
program stored in said first storage means to said second storage means. 



31. {Currently Amended) A finisher comprising: 

at least one functional unit; 

afirstCPU- 
program : 

a second CPU-^ 



p&t control 
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first storage means that i s r e writab l e r to refiiovable from the finisher, and Storoc tho tirot 
control program, tho - Gocond control program, and a wr i te oont F o l program, th e first sefltfot- 
program stonsd i n s aid fir st storage meonc contro l li n g op o rat i on of card firpt - CPU in a n ejSFy^ 



wherein said first stor age means stores a first control orooram for controllinQ operation of 
said first C PU to thereby control basic operation of the entire finisher, a seco nd control program 
for controljinQ operation of said second CPU to thereby control operation of said functional unit. 
and a wri te control program for causing said second CPU to write the second uontrol program to 
said second storage means. 

wherein said second storage means is capable of storing the second control program for 
causing said second CPU to operate, and 

wherein said first CPU operates the first control program stored in said first storage 
means in a normal mode, and aaid first CPU is- wftfeH50P tfro i m ea ns operable when a mode of 
the finisher is switched to a write control mode in which the second control program stored in 
said first storage means is written to said second storage means, for-executing write control 
eompr is ing transferring the write control program stored in said first etorage means from caid 
first storage means to said second CPU. and said second CPU executes the write control 
program transferred from said first storage means caus i ng sold seeoftd-&P4J to thereby write the 
second control program stored in said first storage means to said second storage means. 



mode: and 
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